
Tena Koutou Nga Whanau o Puni School! 

At Puni School you are able to access social work 
support for yourselves, or your child /tamariki and 
whanau who are enrolled in our school.   

So why have a Social Worker at School? 

I can work in partnership with families and the 
school to make things better for the children,  so 
that they can concentrate on their learning. 

I can provide group programmes to children and 
their families, which address a range of needs, so 
that children can experience success. 

I can help parents and caregivers find community 
supports and networks which will support our fami-
lies and whanau to learn, grow and thrive. 

Principals, teachers, parents, caregivers and chil-
dren can refer to the SWIS service.  The SWIS ser-
vice is voluntary, and it’s free! 

Where Am I Located? 

This term I am located in the school hall on Mon-
days and Thursdays 9am to 3pm, and Wednesdays 
9am to 12pm.  You will see ‘SWIS-Social Worker In 
Schools’ sign on my door.  If you would like to meet 
with me, my details are: 

Mobile: 027 243 2499 

Email: leonie.tolua@fwn.org.nz 

Mobile: 027.563.1095 

LEONIE TOLUA 

Social Worker in School 

A little about me: 

I am of Maori and Samoan descent and I have 3 

adult children. I have been a part of the Franklin 

community for 3 years. I am passionate about 

supporting children and their families to find their 

strengths, and helping them work out strategies to 

address issues at school or at home.   

I am a Registered Social Worker with 11 years 

social work experience. I am employed by Family 

Works Northern which is a non-government vol-

untary social service provider. 

Children tell me that to work successfully with kids, it’s really important for us to “listen” to their voices.  I 

work hard to ensure the voice of the child is not ‘lost’ when things need to change at home or school. 

Sometimes people just need someone to talk to who can help to address the issues that come up, which 

can get in the way for many children and families. 

I can help people identify the things they are doing well, help find solutions for the other issues, or refer to 

another agency-which may be more appropriate. 

 

Here are some of the things I can work on with you or 

your children: 

 Social skills, self-esteem, and confidence for children 

 Children’s peer relationships/friendships 

 Family relationships 

 Concerns about behaviour 

 Family violence issues 

 Grief and Loss 

 Parenting, advocacy, and referrals to other services 

 

SEND ME A TEXT OR POP IN TO MAKE A TIME TO MEET 
WITH ME! 

 


