
 

 

Term 1 2021   Te Awa Syndicate Newsletter 

He manu hou ahau; he pī ka rere 
I am a young bird; a chick just learning to fly 

Kia Ora Whānau, 
Welcome to Te Awa and Puni School for another 
busy year of learning! To all the new children and 
families that have joined us—we would like to extend 
the warmest welcome and we hope that you enjoy 
your time with Te Awa! 
We would like to welcome Miss Crystal to our Te Awa 
teaching staff, Miss Crystal will be working in Te 
Puāwai in 2021. 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

TERM ONE FOCUS-  
THE LIVING WORLD- ANIMALS 

The Big Questions: 
What is classification?   
How can animals be classified?  
We have started our topic studies and this will be 
covered in writing time and also in their Homerooms. 
We encourage you at home to be involved in the topic 
by talking to the children about animals and perhaps 
taking them to the local pet shop, or discovering 
animals and insects in your environment!   

COMPETITION TIME!!! 
TE AWA OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 

HELP US TO NAME OUR AREA! 
During the holiday we were very fortunate to be able 
to have our outdoor classroom completed by Dave and 
his team from Evolution Landscapes.  We are thrilled 
with the garden and the way the tamariki have begun 
to play and learn in the area.  As the tamariki have 
been involved in the design of the area, we would also 
like them to be able to name the area. Please hand 
entries into the school office, there will be a prize for 
the winning entry, so make sure your name is on your 
entry!  Competition closes Friday 5th March. 

TE REO FOCUS IN TERM ONE 
GREETINGS AND FAREWELLS 

These are simple to practise at home and in the 
community.   
Try these te reo greetings and conversation starters 
with friends and family. 
Kia ora : be 
well/healthy/happy 
Tēnā koe ; hello to you 
Tēnā koutou ; hello to you all- 
more than 2 people 
E pewhea ana koe?  How are 
you? 
Ka kite ano;  see you again soon 
Haere ra;  goodbye 

We love to say “Hi!” and see parents before and after 
school- it is a great way to touch base.  

Please remember that the teachers are busy preparing for 
their day between 8.10-8.30, so either see them before this 

time, call the office or email them directly; 
Te Puna- cmelchers@puni.school.nz  

Waikato- lesley@puni.school.nz  
Waimana- ronehi@puni.school.nz  
Wairere- kwalton@puni.school.nz  

Te Puāwai- cliddle@puni.school.nz  
If you have any questions or concerns, please approach 
your child’s teacher as soon as possible.  Most problems 

can be dealt with promptly through direct communication. 
If you have any syndicate queries, you can contact Lesley 

Moloney as Te Awa Team Leader. 

 

 

RELIABILITY  AND RESPONSIBILITY  
Weeks 2,3,4 

FRIENDLINESS AND KINDNESS 
WEEKS 5,6,7 

COURTESY AND CONSIDERATION 
WEEKS 8, 9, AND 10 

These are our REACH values that we will focus on during the term.  Children will be learning about these through the Admin. 
assemblies and during class oral and written language sessions. They will hopefully bring ideas home to share with whanau. 
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SWIMMING TIMES 
We will be beginning swimming and 
water safety lessons during term one. 
Please ensure your children have their 
named togs and a towel on the correct 
days.  If you do not want them to swim- 
please provide them with a note- 
otherwise we will use the spare togs 
There is also a  free swim on a 
Thursday at lunch time that the children 
can attend, spare togs cannot be used 
for this swim. 
 
CONTINUING LEARNING AT HOME 
The children will be bringing home their 
book bags with a seen reader and 
number club homework.  
Make sure that they are 
reading every night!  
We can teach them the 
basics of reading but 
they need practice to 
become proficient 
readers.  
 
BIKES IN SCHOOLS 
We will be riding the school bikes to 
practice for the upcoming Triathlon- 
children will be riding on the afternoons that 
they do not swim- we encourage them to 
wear closed in shoes for bike riding. 
Helmets are provided for safety.  

 
SEE-SAW 
E-PORTFOLIOS 
This year your child will 
be having a Seesaw 
journal. Each child will be 

coming home with a QR code for you to set 
up your account. This can be done on your 
phone, ipad or tablet. If you would like more 
information make sure you come to the 
Meet the Teacher evening to find out more. 
 
LOST PROPERTY AND UNIFORM 
Being responsible for your own property 
is one of our key REACH expectations. 
Hats need to be worn this term so the 
children can play outside, otherwise 
they have to be in the shade by the hall. 
Miss Tweedie has fabric paint to name 
these if you wish. 
Named Lost Property will be given back 
to children, unnamed property may be 
found in the large Lost Property box 
behind the school hall.  If anything is 
missing- check the cloak bays and the 
lost property and the school office. 

Greetings and Kia ora Te Puna Whanau 
I am refreshed and ready for 
action and so are your tamariki. 
What a splendid group of 
switched on , powerful learners. 
Thank you for all the preschool 
encouragement you have 
provided these children. Ha, ha 
keep up the good work….. 
Homework/Reinforcement 
Mon-Fri 
Swimming/togs 
Mon -triathlon training 
Wed ,Thu-lesson 
Library; Friday 
Bikes; Mon-(covered in 
shoes)Triathlon 
Tue-Fri optional 
Hair; Tied up and nit checked/ 
treated 
Hats; Everyday 
Learning; Always 
Kia kaha whanau! Stay in touch 

Kia Ora Waimana, 
It’s great to be back and our class 
has made an awesome start 
already. Pepehā have gone home 
and we appreciate you filling these 
in as well as the getting to know 
you sheets about your tamariki. We 
like to know how special they are 
and what they like to do. 
Swimming: Monday & Thursday. 
Triathlon training is Monday & 
Thursday is our class swimming 
lesson. 
Library: Friday for Waimana 
News: daily and the children will let 
you know what day they are on. 
Seesaw: for notices and children’s 
published mahi. 
 
Ki ora Te Puāwai 
 
What a fabulous start we have had in 
Te Puāwai. Everyone is settling in well 
and getting to know each other, with 
lots of smiling faces greeting Miss 
Crystal each morning. 
Parents/whanau and caregivers 
please do not hesitate to say hello and 
introduce yourself.  
Swimming - We will have swimming 
on Monday and Thursday. 
Library - Our library visit is on 
Tuesday afternoon so if the tamariki 
can please remember to bring back 
their library books each Tuesday 
ready to exchange on our next visit. 
Please remember our hats and book 
bags each day if possible, as this will 
help to get our reading programme 
underway. 
Looking forward to an exciting year in 
our amazing Te Puāwai. 
Ngā mihi Miss Crystal. 

 

I love Wairere! Your tamariki have 
been busy settling in and have been 
working hard to learn our new 
routines, We have made a super 
start! Thank you to you all for your 
prompt payment of stationery. 
Pepeha have gone home as part of 
your child’s Mahi Kainga book, as 
well as a little ‘Getting to know me’ 
sheet, we appreciate you filling 
these in as we like to know all about 
how special your tamariki are :) 
Some important weekly info below, 
*Library book exchange- THURSDAY 
*Swimming - THURSDAY- a spare 
bag for towels and wet togs are 
always a good idea. Swimming 
caps are provided. 
*Bikes (we provide bikes and 
helmets)- MONDAY & FRIDAY. Please 
wear covered in shoes. 
*Homework/Mahi kainga 
MON-FRIDAY 
Feel free to provide any interesting 
Topic Study bits and pieces for your 
child to share and discuss.   
I am looking forward to giving out 
some Reading Night stickers!  
Kind regards and arohanui, 
Miss Walton  

“Alone we are smart, together we are brilliant”- Steven Anderson 


